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Born in Genova (Italy) on december 9th, 1949.

Language ability: English (written, spoken), French (written, spoken), German (spoken).

Education

1968-1971: student in Biology at the University of Genoa. Scientific training at the Institute of  Biochemistry of the School of Medicine

1972: predoctoral training at the Department of Animal Biology, in the Molecular Embryology Laboratory ("Station de Zoologie", Geneva University). Research interest: regulation of gene expression in embryos of Xenopus laevis.

1972: "laurea" in Biology (Genoa University). Thesis: Effect of Riphamycin on the phenotypic expression  of R factors in E. Coli.

 1973-1976: post-doctoral training at the Laboratory of Immunology directed by Prof. B. Pernis  (Institute of Environmental Health, Genoa University). Research interests: membrane immunoglobulins in human lymphocytes from normal individuals and patients with lymphoid leukemias, receptor for immunoglobulins and process of Ig secretion.

1973-1976: postgraduated at the School of Medicine, Genoa University; topics: “Medical Microbiology”.

Professional experience

1976-1981: part-time researcher at the Biochemistry Institute (Genoa University). Research interests: production and characterization of murine monoclonal antibodies directed to membrane antigens of human lymphocytes.

1981-1984: full-time researcher at the Biochemistry Institute Research interests: identification, separation and functional characterization of human T cell subsets both in normal and in pathological conditions, biochemical analysis of human T cell antigens.

1984: short term research fellowship at the Immunology Department of Budapest University. Research interests: activation of human B lymphocytes by anti-human IgD and IgM monoclonal antibodies.

1985-1991: researcher at the Immunobiology Laboratory, National Institute for Cancer research (Genoa University). Research interests: human T lymphocyte activation, biochemical and functional analysis of antigens related to the alternative pathways of human T cell activation.

1986: short term research fellowship at the Immunology Department of Budapest University. Research interests: proliferation and immunoglobulin production by human B cell subsets in response to different stimuli.

1987-1988: sabbatical year spent at the Immunology Department of the German Cancer Institute of Heidelberg (laboratory directed by prof. W.Droege). Research interest: biochemical mechanisms of signal transduction in activated lymphocytes. 

1992-2002: researcher at the Biotechnology Department (1992-2000) and at the Biology and agro-industrial economics Department ( 2001-2003) of the University of Udine, then at the Department of agricultural and environmental sciences (University od Udine) up today. Research interests: apoptosis in human thymocytes, cytotoxic effects on human normal and malignant lymphoid cells of synthetic peptides with microbicidal activity, biochemical functions of mitochondria during apoptosis, lymphocyte activation in clinorotation, lifespan of red blood cells and neocytolysis
Scientific Societies: 

SIB, Società Italiana di Biochimica, since 1993.

ASM, American Society of Microbiology 2001-2003.

Teaching experience:

Dr Risso has been teaching Biochemistry since 1983 at the Schools of medicine (University of  Genova and then University of  Udine) either in laboratory biochemistry  techniques courses or in formal courses as assistant professor. 

Honors and awards:
short term fellowships by CNR (Italian National Research  Council) in 1984, 1986 and 1990, long term fellowship by  DKFZ (German Centre for Cancer Research) in 1988, short term fellowship by UICC in 1987 (International Union Against Cancer)

Grant: 

principal investigator of a research project funded by A.S.I. ( Italian Space Agency), 

Contract Code : I/R/360/02. Title of the project: Effects of microgravity on human lymphocyte activation: study on stimulation mediated by CD69 molecule and proteomic analysis of protein expression profile during activation in mimicked g0.
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